EDI & postcolonial exceptionality

The purpose of this stream is to interrogate EDI practices, policies, and issues in the context of postcolonial exceptionality. Postcolonial zones are characterised by the persistence of a state of exception (Agamben, 2005) and by a bifurcated state (Mamdani, 1996), in which elites are governed as citizens under the rule of law, while the masses are governed as subjects through regimes of exception. More recent work by Chatterjee (2004) extends Mamdani’s analysis of the postcolonial bifurcated state by showing that, in the (post)colony, large sections of the population are governed through a regime of political society based on temporary, group-specific exceptions rather than permanent legislation applying to all members of society.
These insights, drawn from historical, philosophical, and political-economic perspectives, raise fundamental questions about the status of EDI initiatives in postcolonial contexts characterised by the rule of exception rather than the rule of law. We therefore welcome papers that address the specificity of EDI initiatives in postcolonial contexts where the law is expected to be perpetually negotiated to accommodate select groups (Chatterjee, 2004). Submissions may address, but are not limited to, the following topics:
a. Comparative analyses of EDI initiatives in the Global North and in postcolonial contexts.
b. The effects of shifting attitudes towards EDI in the Global North on EDI policies and practices in the Global South.
c. Justifications mobilised in support of EDI in the Global South, and how these differ from those prevalent in the Global North.
d. Variations in the categories, targets, and characteristics associated with EDI in the Global South compared with those observable in the Global North.
e. The intersections (or lack thereof) between struggles for EDI and other forms of struggle specific to the Global South.
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